. @B o

QSafeFish( FROC UTAS -

SafeFish Meeting April 2025

COMMUNIQUE

SafeFish held its four monthly meeting virtually on 23/03/2026 chaired by Dr. Marion Healy. The
meeting included industry and government partner and funder members, representatives from
Australian seafood industry sectors (wholesale, processing, import and export fields), Seafood
New Zealand and researchers/consultants.

SA Algal Bloom Update

The Karenia cristata harmful algal bloom
in South Australia is ongoing and
continues to produce brevetoxin. Current
activity remains concentrated in the
south-eastern Spencer Gulf, with residual
impacts persisting around Kangaroo
Island following an earlier bloom event

over the Christmas period. Interpretation

of chlorophyll data for broadscale awareness is becoming more complex as other algal species
increase, highlighting the importance of ground truthing with phytoplankton counts. While the
bloom continues to shift and pulse within the region, most bivalve shellfish growing areas have
now reopened, with only a partial closure remaining in parts of the Coorong. The scientific
advisory panel continues to meet monthly. SafeFish remains involved through the National
Environmental Science Program, which has funded an assessment of harmful algal bloom

preparedness and future capability needs, and continues to assist industry with incident
response efforts.

Florfenicol detections in wild fisheries

The detection of the antibiotic florfenicol in some wild caught fisheries species in southern
Tasmania has occurred following its regulated use to treat a disease outbreak (Piscirickettsia
salmonis) in farmed salmon. Florfenicol was approved by the APVMA under an emergency
permit in late 2025. Subsequent sampling identified very low level detections in some non-
target species at distances from treatment sites. While regulators have confirmed there is no
human health or food safety risk, the absence of established residue limit for many wild caught
species presents potential trade risks for export markets. In response, the APVMA has
suspended the permit while further information is assessed, and Tasmanian authorities are
applying precautionary management measures to protect wild fisheries and maintain market
confidence.

Throughout this period, SafeFish has supported the incident response by coordinating
information sharing, developing a fact sheet, and responding to stakeholder questions.
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https://www.nespmarinecoastal.edu.au/project/5-15/
https://www.nespmarinecoastal.edu.au/project/5-15/
https://safefish.com.au/report/florfenicol-faq/

Prioritisation Workshop

SafeFish is seeking partner and funder input into a face-to-face prioritisation workshop to be
held in Adelaide on Tuesday 16 June. This workshop is a critical milestone for the program, as
it will determine the technical priorities and research focus areas for the coming four years.
The process draws on scanning of emerging and ongoing seafood safety issues in Australia and
internationally, including human health incidents, trade notifications and Codex discussions,
to identify and rank priority hazards within available resources. A set of proposed priority issues
has been identified by the SafeFish Secretariat, covering foodborne pathogens, emerging
toxins, food fraud, chemical contaminants and climate-driven risks. Participants will be
provided with hazard information sheets to supportinformed discussion and voting on the day.
Partners and funders are strongly encouraged to attend in person or nominate a representative,
as this forum provides a key opportunity to influence the future direction of the SafeFish
program.

We highly encourage all partner and funder members to attend this workshop to help
shape the SafeFish workplan going forward.

Review of the Australian Seafood Export System

The Contaminants in Seafood project has now been completed,
et Y (sarershf | with project documents available on the SafeFish website. The

PROJECT PURPOSE

—

project examined contaminants in Australian seafood, including

areview of current seafood export arrangements, and progressed

through multiple stages of consultation. Early work by external
consultants identified a range of challenges, including sampling
coverage, responsiveness to emerging hazards, evolving market

expectations, limitations in testing surge capacity, and
laboratory method readiness. An options paper outlining six

potential pathways for addressing these issues was released in

October 2025, followed by extensive stakeholder engagement

through surveys, interviews and workshops. This process
culminated in a final recommendations report, which has been
provided to SafeFish for consideration and remains confidential, alongside a publicly available
summary paper that outlines the project approach, key themes and proposed directions.

SafeFish Final Report 2021-2025

The SafeFish 2021-2025 Final Report has been finalised, marking the successful completion
of FRDC Project 2021-018, a collective national program focused on strengthening seafood
safety across Australia’s fisheries and aquaculture sectors. The Final Report documents the
full scope of research activities undertaken between 2021 and 2025 and consolidates key
outputs, including improved understanding of seafood safety hazards, enhanced risk
awareness, and practical guidance to support decision making, communication and
management across industry and government. Importantly, the SafeFish program has
contributed to strengthening national collaboration on seafood safety and has helped build a
coordinated evidence base to support ongoing risk management, policy development and
future research investment. The SafeFish 2021-2025 FRDC Final Report is now available via
the SafeFish website.
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https://safefish.com.au/chemical-contaminants/
https://safefish.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/SafeFish-Issues-paper-Contaminant-monitoring-for-Australian-Seafood-Sept-2025.pdf
https://safefish.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Final-Chem-Contaminats-Review-Options-Paper.pdf
https://safefish.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Contaminants-in-Seafood-Overview-Summary.pdf
https://safefish.com.au/report/8238/

2026 Meetings and Workshops

e SafeFish Prioritisation Workshop (Adelaide): 16" June

e FRDC Stakeholder Forum (Brisbane): 17" June

e Seafood Directions Conference (ICC Sydney): 28-30" July

e International Conference on Molluscan Shellfish Safety (Exeter): 6-11'" September

Further details, including agendas, meeting documents and registration links, will be shared
closer to each date.

For enquiries, please contact: E: W: www.safefish.com.au .
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https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/food-standards-australia-new-zealand-stakeholder-forum-tickets-1983838974777?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true
https://seafooddirections.com.au/
https://www.cefas.co.uk/media/peako254/icmss-2026-exeter-flyer-v2.pdf
mailto:info@safefish.com.au
http://www.safefish.com.au/

