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SafeFish Meeting               July 2025 

COMMUNIQUE 

SafeFish held its quarterly meeting virtually on 28/07/2025, chaired by Dr. Marion Healy. The 
meeting included partner and funder members, representatives from Australian seafood 
industry sectors (wholesale, processing, recreational, import and export fields), Seafood New 
Zealand and researchers/consultants.  
 
South Australian Algal Bloom – What you need to know 

Since March 2025, satellite chlorophyll monitoring has revealed an algal bloom affecting South 
Australian waters, including the Gulf of St Vincent, Kangaroo Island, and the Spencer Gulf. This 
bloom is producing brevetoxins, which are neurotoxic compounds known to pose risks to 
seafood by impacting animal health, the marine environment, and have the potential to cause 
adverse effects in humans. 

Key Findings: 

• The bloom contains multiple harmful algal species that produce a range of harmful 
chemicals and toxins impacting marine life. 

• Molecular analyses are ongoing to confirm the specific harmful species in the SA bloom, 
and will assist in identifying the species responsible for brevetoxin production. 

• Brevetoxins consumed through seafood have the potential to cause gastrointestinal 
and neurological symptoms in humans. 

• Currently, samples for confirmed brevetoxin analysis are being sent to the Cawthron 
Institute (New Zealand, with a turnaround time of 10–14 days. 

• Codex standards exist for brevetoxins in bivalves and abalone, but few other countries 
have established limits for other seafood species. 

In July, the South Australian and Federal Governments each pledged AU$14 million to help 
manage the brevetoxin producing algal bloom to support the development of national testing 
capabilities, enable targeted scientific research, and assist with coastal clean-up efforts. 

SafeFish Actions: SafeFish has actively engaged with relevant stakeholders to: 

• Raise awareness of brevetoxin risks in bivalve and other seafood, 
• Provide technical advice and publish a fact sheet on neurotoxic 

shellfish poisoning, 
• Collaborate with FRDC on research pathways, 
• Advise on trade and market access implications, 
• Explore options to enhance national detection capabilities and 

collaborative research efforts. 

SafeFish remains committed to supporting industry and 
government efforts to manage this emerging risk and be a trusted 
source of technical insight and information.  

https://safefish.com.au/report/neurotoxic-shellfish-poisoning-fact-sheet/
https://safefish.com.au/report/neurotoxic-shellfish-poisoning-fact-sheet/
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Vibrio Research  

SafeFish has made significant progress on the national whole genome 
sequencing project for Vibrio parahaemolyticus. To date, 682 sequences 
(half clinical and half environmental) have been collected from isolates 
spanning from events between 2005 to 2025, forming a comprehensive 
national dataset. This marks a major advancement, as only eight Australian 
sequences existed prior to the project. The data from this project will be 
publicly available and published across three papers: one comparing 
endemic strains with global pandemic strains, another mapping 
environmental strains across Australia, and a third outlining current 
knowledge and future research needs.  

Contaminants in Seafood: 

Review of chemical monitoring in Australia 

Tricia Beatty and Jane Gallagher have been contracted to review Australia’s seafood residue 
monitoring framework to ensure it meets future market access needs and stakeholder 
expectations. Since starting in late June, they’ve benchmarked international programs, begun 
consultation with stakeholders, and conducted broader interviews. The project will deliver an 
issues paper in August, an options paper in September, and final recommendations in 
November, with a full report due to SafeFish in December. 

Are you an exporter, seafood industry member, user of the 
current systems or stakeholder that wants to input? We want 
to hear from you, so please contact: 

Tricia Beatty - Managing Director, Fish Beatty Consultancy  
E: fishbeatty@outlook.com.au | M: 0461 474 185 

SafeFish PhD Research 
SafeFish grant recipient Ben Gray presented an update on his PhD research and industry 
internship. His study, soon to be published in Frontiers Journal, investigates pesticide residues 
in mud crabs from the Clarence River, NSW. Results showed cooking significantly reduced 
residues, with no carcinogenic risk to consumers. A depuration trial confirmed imidacloprid 
was fully eliminated after 12 days. Ben also reported on his internship with the Department of 
Primary Industry, Fisheries and the National Measurement Institute, examining dioxin 
contamination in Sydney Harbour cockles. Preliminary findings show toxic levels present 
below FSANZ thresholds, with further analysis underway to inform health risk assessments 
and seafood safety regulations. 

Seafood and Health: A Deep Dive into the Benefits of What’s on Your Plate 
 The International Coalition of Fisheries Associations has recently produced a 
report and seafood nutrition tool kit on the health benefits of eating seafood. The 
resources highlight scientifically supported benefits of seafood consumption, 
including improved cardiovascular health, cognitive function, fertility, mental 

health, healthy ageing, as well as reduced cancer risk and enhanced maternal and infant well-
being. You can find the report and toolbox resources here. 

mailto:fishbeatty@outlook.com.au
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/marine-science/articles/10.3389/fmars.2025.1624922/abstract
https://www.frdc.com.au/sites/default/files/documents/The%20Health%20Benefits%20of%20Eating%20Seafood%E2%80%94Evidence%20Based%20Science.pdf
https://fishcoalition.org/news-resources/resources/icfa-seafood-nutrition-toolkit/
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SafeFish Secures Continued Support to Serve the Seafood Industry 

We’re pleased to announce that a new contract has been established with FRDC and industry 
funding partners to continue SafeFish services through a new project running from September 
2025 to June 2030. 

SafeFish has operated continuously since 2010, providing the Australian seafood industry with 
confidence that food safety and market access issues are being proactively identified and 
steps put in place to ensure they are overcome. 

We look forward to continuing our collaboration with our stakeholders over the next five years, 
and will continue to be a trusted, independent source of technical expertise and support. 
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For enquiries, please contact: E: info@safefish.com.au   W: www.safefish.com.au 

mailto:info@safefish.com.au

