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Labelling guidelines 
Background 

The Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code, Chapter 1, Part 1.2 Labelling and other information 

requirements, details which foods require labels and the specific information required on a label. 

Food labels help to protect public health and safety and should display information such as use by 

dates, ingredients, country of origin, fish species, certain allergens, instructions for storage and 

preparation, and advisory and warning statements. Food businesses are required to comply with the 

FSANZ Standard. The standard defines which foods require labels but also requires that specific 

information for food not requiring a label must be provided by display with the food, accompany the 

food or be provided to the consumer on request. 

Guides to labelling of foods are available on various state, local government and the FSANZ websites 

as listed below. 

For Domestic Sale 

Source Useful links 

Food Standards Australia 
New Zealand  

Standard 1.2.1 - Requirements to have labels or otherwise 
provide information 

Food Standards Australia 
New Zealand  Labelling information 

NSW Food Authority  Food labelling 

NSW Food Authority  Labelling requirements for unpackaged seafood  

NSW Food Authority  
Guideline for seafood retailers - compliance with the Food 
Standards Code 

NSW Food Authority  Fresh or unpackaged food  

Department of Health, 
Tasmania  

Labelling Packaged Food guide: How to prepare labels for 
food for retail sale 

Department of Health, 
Tasmania  

Food Exempt from Labelling: Providing information when 
there is no label  

Department of Health, 
Victoria  Food labels  

SA Health  Composition and labelling of food 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2022C00936
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2022C00936
https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/consumer/labelling/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/food-labelling
https://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/_Documents/retailfactsheets/labelling_requirements_for_unpackaged_seafood.pdf
https://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/_Documents/retail/guideline_seafood_retailers.pdf
https://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/_Documents/retail/guideline_seafood_retailers.pdf
https://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/food-labelling/how-read-label/fresh-unpackaged-food
https://www.health.tas.gov.au/publications/labelling-packaged-food-guide
https://www.health.tas.gov.au/publications/labelling-packaged-food-guide
https://www.health.tas.gov.au/publications/food-exempt-labelling-fact-sheet
https://www.health.tas.gov.au/publications/food-exempt-labelling-fact-sheet
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/food-labels
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/public+health/food+safety+for+businesses/composition+and+labelling+of+food
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Queensland Government  Fish and fish products 

Queensland Health  
Label Buster: A guide to the labelling requirements of the 
Food Standards Code 

Department of Health, 
Western Australia  Food labelling 

ACT Government, Health 
Protection Service  Food Labelling 

Northern Territory 
Government  Food labelling 

 

For exporters 

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry maintains the Manual of Importing Country 

Requirements (Micor) which details the known requirements that exporters must meet for 

acceptance to export trading partners. The Department recommends exporters work with the 

importers to ensure the products meet all requirements. 

 

Webinars 

Source Useful links 

World Health Organisation   Front-of-Pack Labelling: Global best practices  

SeaChoice Canada   Seafood labelling and traceability  

 

https://www.qld.gov.au/health/staying-healthy/food-pantry/food-labelling/food-product-guides/fish-and-fish-products
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/441610/label-buster-guide-bus.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/441610/label-buster-guide-bus.pdf
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Food-labelling
https://www.act.gov.au/health/businesses/food-safety-for-businesses/compliance-and-food-safety/food-labelling
https://nt.gov.au/industry/hospitality/accommodation-and-food-businesses/food-safety-and-regulations/labelling/food-labelling
https://micor.agriculture.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.who.int/thailand/activities/webinar-on-front-of-pack-labelling-global-best-practices
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVBCRoyTb8E

